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Features
:

*
* * * *

Value :

* *
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BLU-RAYDRIVE

Lite-OniHOS104

It'
s fair to saythatBlu-rayhasn' t

exactlygrabbedthemarketbythe
throatasindustryexpertspredicted
twoyearsago . Much of thereason
forthis is cost.

Withmany a Blu-rayburner

costing in
excess of £150

,

it'
s simply

tooexpensive to addsuch a
drive

forstoragepurposes - especially
whenanymodernDVDdrivecan

copyupto
8GBat

a
fractionof the

cost . USBstorage ,

meanwhile
,

and

particularlyharddrive-basedunits
,

provideshugeamounts of space
withanease of usethatoptical
drivescan' t getcloseto.

Sowhatdoyoudo if allyouwant
is

to watchBlu-rayfilmsonyourPC?

Well
, youcoulddo a lotworsethan

slippingin thisbudget-pricedLite-On
BD-ROMdrive.

Thekey to
theLite-On' s

low
price is itsread-onlycredentials
in everydepartment . Whereasmore

expensiveBD-ROMdrivesoffer
theability to

write to DVDandCD
blankmedia

,

Lite-Onreasonsthat
youdon' t want to payextrafor

duplicatingfacilities
; you' ll

almostcertainlyalready
have a goodDVDwriter to

runalongsidetheLite-On.
Andeventhecheapest
dedicatedDVDwriters
havevastlysuperior
writespeeds to those
offeredbyBlu-ray /

DVD

combodrives.
TheiH0S104canstill

playDVDs . Butyou' re

unlikely to bebuying it

forthosereasons . Rather
,

you' ll bewanting it foritsstrong
four-speedBlu-rayplayback . The
driveslotseasilyintothecase

,

anditspolishedbezelgives it
a

distinctive look . Installthebundled

CyberLinkPowerDVD8.0BD
software

,

andyou' re ready to start
watchingfilms in HD.

There' s littleevidence of the
iHOS104' s lowpricetagin the
quality of

theplayback . Ourtest
moviesransmoothlyandwithno
glitches ,

withvideoalwayslooking
vividandrealistic.

CyberLinkseems to bethe
softwarechoice of themajority of

Blu-raymanufacturers
,

andthis
is

understandable
, giventheslickand

logicalinterface . ItsTrueTheater

technologyevenmakes a stab at

upscalingstandard-definitionDVD
video to HDquality.

Verdict
If youwant to

addstrongBlu-ray
andhigh-qualityDVDplayback to

yourPC
,

butdon' t want to pay a

three-figuresum
,

theiHOS1O4will
be£50wellspent ,

El
RobinMorris
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