
Discburningreaches a wholenewlevel

Lite-On

makesgoodquality
burners

,

of that I haveno
doubt . In many of my

DVDRWgrouptests I' veuseditsdrives

to assesstheburns of
other

makers
,

becauseLite-Onhasthe
bestfacilitiesforprofilingerrors
anderrorrates.

Ontheface of it

,

theiHAS524 is

typicalof thesorts of opticaldrives

thecompanyhasmade in
thepast

couple of years . It' s quick , tipping
24forbothplusandminus
singlesided DVDmedia

,

and12xfor
dual-layerburns . Butthenyoucan

Lite-OniHAS524

SuperAllWrite

get a drivefor£25thatcanachieve

that
,

sowhatmakesthisworth ,

another£19?

Well
,

it' s gotSmartErase
,

whichenablesyou to scramble a

discwithsensitivedatawritten
to it in a waythatmakes it very
unlikely it' s retrievable

,

and it

memoriseswritingsessions

forfurtherreference . However
,

there'
s onlyonefeaturethat

makes it remotelyworththat
extraand it'

s calledLabelTag.
In

somerespectsthis is a very
similar technology to LightScribe ,

whichcanusethewriting
laser to

etchontothetopside of

compatiblemediabyflipping it

overandthenusingLightScribe

compatiblesoftware to fixyour

design . Theproblemswith

LightScribearethatyouneed

specialdiscs
,

theresultsaren' t

especiallywonderfulandcurrently
monochrome

,

and it takesages to

dothistrick.
SohowdoesLabelTagaddress

thoseissues?Well
,

it workson

anymediaforstarters
, although

it doesn' t actuallymarkthe

uppersurface of thediskbutthe
underside . What it cando is write

a design or Label to anyconcentric

strip of thediscafterthefirst
block of data is written

,

andyou
canwritemueiple labelstripes in

betweenthedata . It doesthis at

thesame timeasthemainburn
and it doesn' t

taketong.

" Lite-On is one of thefirstdrive
makers to

offerLabelTag technology in

itsDVD-RWburners

N° and issue date : 1089 - 14/01/2010
Circulation : 17552
Frequency : Weekly
MicroMart_1089_52_304.pdf
Web Site: http://www.micromart.co.uk

Page : 52
Size : 95 %
413 cm2

Copyright (Micro Mart)
No reproduction without authorisation

1 / 2

http://www.micromart.co.uk


It'
s stillmonochrome

,

but
Lite-Ongivesyou a copy of Nero

8 EssentialsthathasLabelTag
featurebuilt in

,

soyou' re ready to

gofromtheoutset . Thesnag ,

if

youdidn' t guess
'

already ,

is that
thespacetakenupbythelabel
can' t alsoholddata

,

sothelarger

thelabel
,

thelessspaceyouhave
forwhatever it wasyouwanted to

putonthedisc.
Thebestuseforthisthen

wouldbe
a simpleway to track

backupsandmarkthemsothat
youcanestablishwhat' s onthe
mediawithjust a glance . Like Li9htScribe ,

it'
s not a technology

thateveryonewillwant or

need
,

buttheeaseof useand
theability to useanymedia is

actuallyratherrefreshing . The
debateaboutwhetherLabelTag
makesthisdriveworththeextra
money is oneyoucanhave if you
haven' t gotanimmediateusebut
think it soundslikesomething
youmightfancyusing . I likedthis
drive

,

butI mightbeswayedby
havingtwounits of thisspeed
withoutLabelTag forroughlythe
samemoney.
mmMarkPickavance
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