
Given

thepopularity of

externalopticaldrives
,

you' d thinkthatthenetbook

makersmightcomeupwithsome

way to incorporate a mechanism

intotheirproducts . Butwhilethey
ponderthat

,

thelikes of Lite-On

makeinherentlyusefulgearlikeits
charismaticallynamedeTDU108.

When I firstreceivedthisfrom
Lite-On

,

I wasconcerned thatthe
contents of theboxhadtakenan
entirelydifferentpath ,

as it was
solight . Tomyamazement

,

the
300gdrivewasinside

,

and it'
s

a

remarkablytinyunitnotmuch

largerthanthediscs it mustread.
That lastword in theprevious

sentence
is critical

,

becauseas

Lite-OneTDU108ExternalSlim
8xDVD-ROMDrive
IanMarksfinds a fantasticNASdevice

,

if youput in a bit of work

this is just a DVD-ROM
,

therebe
noburninghere . However

,

forthe

installing of applications , playing of

DVDmoviesandthelike
,

itsfine
forwhat it is . Theotherlimitation

is

thespeed ,

but it readsmost

singlelayer DVDmedia at 8xanddual

layer at 6x
,

whichisn' t tooshabby.
CDspeed is 24x

,

forthosewho

fancy rippingtheiraudiocollection
ontheway to work.

What it remindedmestrongly
of wasone of thoseearlyCD

Walkmans
,

as it has a flip-uplid
foryou to placethediscinside . A

nicetouchthatLite-Ongavethis
unitwas a neatstoragesystem
forthecable

,

whichtucksinto a

channelontheunderside of the
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drive . Thecableisn' t verylong
( maybe20cm at

a
stretch

)

,

but
it' s enough to connect it and

,

with
itsintegratedhome

,

muchless

likely to getlost . It alsodoesn' t

requireanyexternalpowerpack
or a secondjuice-stealingUSB
connection

, keepingdownthe
techno-clutter.

If I have a concernaboutthis
product ,

it'
s that to keepweight to

a minimum
,

Lite-Onconstructed it

almostentirelyfromplastic . That

immediatelymakesmewonder
howmuchabuse it mighthandle
whenusedonthemove

,

or on
international business.

Thereisn' t toomuchmore to

mentionaboutthisotherthan it' s

verycompetitivelypricedcompared
withotherslimexternaldrives

,

and
it comes in eitherblack or white

colouring . TheLite-OneTDU108

isn'
t especiallyclever

, unique or

remarkable in anyway . However
,

it

doesdeliverthesort
of functionality

thatanyonewith a netbookmight
findremarkablyuseful

,

and it

delivers it withoutclearingoutyour
bankaccountforonce

,

mmIanMarks
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